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Coming up this week: Fisher House Pres. McCollom

Baker College Team Wins Second Consecutive Cyber Defense National Championship

Van Scott, Baker College faculty member and Cyber Defense team leader, offered introductory remarks. He was
joined at the podium by James Olson and Matt Wheatly, representing Information Technology and Computer Science
degree programs. Others from the eight-member team were also in attendance. All were recognized with a standing
ovation from the crowd.

Professor Scott and team members explained steps in the preparation and competition that ultimately lead to national
championships for the team in both 2008 and 2009.

Competitions involve setting up a computer system with working credit card sales and email functions. Teams re then
assigned basic business functions and report development. Additional challenge results when computer professionals
(hackers) begin attacking the team's system, trying to render their key functions inoperable. When problems arise the
team must document the difficulty, arrive at a solution, and report the result achieved. The competitions mimic the real
world, for example the recent problems experienced by Twitter due to an attack on their systems.

Baker has been competing in this national competition for four years. Things started small in 2006 with six teams and
the program has grown dramatically since with significant higher education institutions involved including the semi-
finalist team from Texas A&M.

Aiming to do their best and not necessarily to win the competition, team members pointed out how the program has
elevated their learning and professional development. Team members also explained that the Baker team has a
competitive advantage resulting from their studies in IT networks, combined with strong, experienced faculty and
small class size.

Upcoming Programs

August 21 — D. Ryen & D. Zemper WWII
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Other Rotary News:

All Club members were saddened to learn of Ruth Cordell’s passing earlier this week. A strong
contingent of Rotarians visited the Rossell Funeral Home in Flushing following the meeting to pay our
respects and support Secretary Dick in this sad time. While mourning Ruth’s passing, Dick and his family
appreciated the efforts of so many who came to pay their respects. Those of us who knew Ruth will miss
her smiling face and steady support of her husband. Please continue to remember Dick in your prayers.
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Competitions involve setting up a computer system with working credit card sales and email functions.
Teams re then assigned basic business functions and report development. Additional challenge results when
computer professionals (hackers) begin attacking the team's system, trying to render their key functions
inoperable. When problems arise the team must document the difficulty, arrive at a solution, and report the
result achieved. The competitions mimic the real world, for example the recent problems experienced by
Twitter due to an attack on their systems.

Baker has been competing in this national competition for four years. Things started small in 2006 with six
teams and the program has grown dramatically since with significant higher education institutions involved
including the semi-finalist team from Texas A&M.

Aiming to do their best and not necessarily to win the competition, team members pointed out how the
program has elevated their learning and professional development. Team members also explained that the
Baker team has a competitive advantage resulting from their studies in IT networks, combined with strong,
experienced faculty and small class size.

Rotary Club of Flint
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